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Factors associated with a beneficial training on pharmacy practice for students
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Chikako Masudo, Tomoko Yoshii, Yoshihiro Takao, Mayumi Kato, Ayumi Takahashi,
Masakazu Miyakawa, Naomi Yamashita, and Kiyoshi Mihara

The six-year system comprising pharmacy education in Japan requires 11 weeks of training in
both a community and a hospital pharmacy. To construct a training program that is high quality,
it is necessary to research the factors that influence the degree of benefit for students, which
indicates the extent of a given student’s growth resulting from the training period. We conducted
a questionnaire survey for pharmacy students following each training on pharmacy practice over
the course of six years. In the questionnaire, students answered questions on the degree of benefit
of the training, its quality, and preceptor characteristics. We collected 780 questionnaires related
to the hospital pharmacy training with a recovery ratio of 94% and 823 questionnaires related to
the community pharmacy training with a recovery ratio of 99%. In the community pharmacy
setting, the degree of benefit was associated with the number of opportunities to communicate
with patients. Adequate preparedness (r = 0.5668) , eagerness (r =0.6420) , and the friendliness
of the preceptors (r = 0.5281) were significantly correlated with the degree of benefit. In
conclusion, the teaching staff at the pharmacy school should cooperate with the preceptors to

improve the training program by considering the factors revealed in this study.
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