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A Survey of Domestic and International Research Trends

for the Discussion of Future Research Directions in Pharmacy Education

Mikie Yamato'*, Sumio Matzno?, Hirohisa Doi', Miyoko Matsubara', Ken-ichi Chonan'

In Japan's super-aging society, the education and training of highly skilled pharmacists is
essential for addressing drug therapy challenges, further emphasizing the importance of
pharmacy education. The educational methods used in other countries may be valuable to
improve education in Japan. The USA transitioned to a six-year system in the 1950s, suggesting
potential insights for improvements in Japanese pharmacy education. With this in mind, we
surveyed research trends domestically and internationally to identify areas for improvement
and explore research directions.A search of articles on pharmacy education was carried out
using the Web edition of the Japan Medical Abstracts Society database and the USA’s PubMed
database. Articles published between 1940 and 2021 were searched on April 25, 2022 using the
title and subtitle fields. This yielded 1,962 articles in the Japanese database and 2,277 in
PubMed. A subsequent visualization of the article trends and analysis using text mining
revealed areas for improvement in Japan, namely the stagnant number of publications and a
bias in research topics, which tend to focus on hospital practical training when they could be
expanded to diverse themes. The findings highlight the importance of conducting a
comprehensive survey to understand and rectify these issues, which could affect the quality of

pharmacy education in Japan.
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